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TY U R IN G my fummerrecefs at Viterbo, as I was tracing out the remains of antiquity in the ad jacent country, I dropt, by mere accident, upon the ruins of Ferentum, a town of Etruria, different from that of the fame name in Latium, near Mons Albanus. Here, beiides the walls of the city, confifting of wrought fqure ftone, I had the fatisfaClion of find ing a temple built of the fame materials, of neat workmanfhip, and a very elegant Rile of architecture: but what furprifed me more was a theatre almofi: per fect, not only in the circular part of it, but alfo in that, which was taken up by the fcene or Rage. It had its porticos intire on the outfide, and likewife three entrances, anfwering to the , and the hofpitalia, defcribed by * Vitruvius: fo that no thing was wanting to render it complete, but the orcheflra and pulpitum. Thefe remains are acceffible to all the world; yet no one hitherto has deli neated or published them. We have feveral valuable monuments in Latium, Sabina, Etruria, Campania, and Calabria, which contain fubje&s of the higheft erudition, but yet yet are unknown to, and difregarded by, learned men ; while at the fame time they are fearching, with great expence and labour, after others in Greece and Afia, which are already known, and perhaps not fo intire as thefe. 1 have caufed a drawing to be made of the theatre above-mentioned, and fome time or other (probably) may offer it to the public. I have lately met with a curious differtation, publifhed by a profeffor of the univerfity of Pifa, upon a gem, which exhibits the Theban war, with the names of five heroes engraved in Etrufcan chara&ers upon it. You (in all probability) faw it at Florence, in the cabinet of Baron Stofch, who a few days ago wasffruck with an apoplexy, and lies now at the point of death. FE W months ago, I published a difiertation upon a little marble relievo, infcribed with Greek cha racters of the fmalleft fize. The fubjeCt of it is the ftory of Circe, as related by Homer, Odyff. ljb. x. It is really remarkable, that whereas there are extant feveral ancient monuments alluding to the Iliad of that poet, very few are found, which refer to the There has lately been difcovered without the Porta Prceneflina (or Ma'ggiore) about four miles from Rome, an old fepulchral apartment, wherein were LETTER III.
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